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Translation: Hazrat Saeed bin Yasar («< «| ..5,) narrates that he heard Hazrat Abu 
Hurairah (a au! 5 ,) say: The Messenger of Allah ¢ said, "| have been commanded to 
go to a town which will dominate other towns. People call it Yathrib, but it is actually 


Madinah. This (Madinah) drives away people just as a furnace removes rust from iron." 
(Bukhari Sharif, Chapter on the Sanctity of Madinah, Volume 2, Page 662, Al-Turath). 


Commentary on Hadith 


Allama Qastallani 4yle 4) 4«a_) (D,923 AH), while explaining this hadith in “Irshad al-Sari li 
Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari,” says 


cchiqell ME ALS C8 pall Gal Shy cs all eed SE Sec pall ISU Le seAlTLad Gul Gar 5 Gal Lb ge (685 
‘gle Lggle Gile 1a) Lee (spall Gualal (le dala! ad ple 53) 4S by Alb by vail J gf BIL sill 
CuSG [gliznds Cue 13) cin ilinal) hind Giles cg) Jilicadll Uglind SSL al pall cy gS oh clei) Aste 
5 9Sdall GSI cs all SSG Aigaell Cd ele LAS cs yall al Leal AS (pf ele ads SSL ol pall 9g-4 Lgl! Quad 
eal a B= G58 OSI cl al (oe Le aga s Lea ge gs aay Y Ae gaball GY 48a] ) Saal Gye abi Aiprall 
Jararty beg cle re (5S NG is Uglied abe Gin (8 Jarod Silunill (yl clined os all SU 2418 Lil s 
ilizaill dee casi Loo ucaill y alae) Jilunill 41 
Translation: Ibn Wahb (4 | 4s) ) mentions in the Muwatta that he asked the lover of 
Madinah, Imam Malik (4yle ail 4.) ), "What does it mean that Madinah will 'consume' 
other towns?" Imam Malik replied, "It means that Madinah will conquer other cities." Ibn 
Munir (gle 41) 4a_<) mentioned in his commentary that Imam Suhayli (sl ai! 4.55) said 
that in the Torah, Allah Almighty says, "0 Taybah, O Maskinah (names for Madinah), I 
will elevate your buildings above the buildings of other cities." This means that when 
Madinah gains dominance over other cities, it will prevail over them. Or it could mean 
that the virtue of Madinah will surpass and overshadow all other virtues, such that when 
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compared with Madinah, the virtues of other places will diminish, which is what 
"consume" means in this context. 

Regarding Makkah, it is referred to as "Umm al-Qura" (the mother of cities), while for 
Madinah it is said that it "consumes other towns." The status mentioned for Madinah is 
even higher than that of Makkah because a mother does not negate the existence of what 
she gives birth to; rather, her importance is established. But the idea that Madinah 
"consumes" other towns means that in comparison to Madinah, other virtues diminish to 
the point that they seem to disappear. Therefore, Madinah is the greatest and most 


virtuous of all. (Irshad al-Sari, Volume 3, Page 331, Al-Turath). 


Allama Badruddin Aini@de «| 4a.) (D,855 AH), while explaining the part of the hadith “People 
call it Yathrib, but it is actually Madinah,” says, 
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Translation:Some of the hypocrites used to call Madinah "Yathrib," meaning they 
referred to the city by this name, while its correct and appropriate name is "Al- 
Madinah." Some scholars have disliked using the name "Yathrib" for Madinah and 
have explained that the mention of "Yathrib" in the Quran is in the context of 
quoting the words of non-believers. The meaning of the hadith’s words "I have been 
commanded to go to a town" is that the Prophet & was commanded to migrate to 
this town and reside there. If this statement was made in Makkah, it means he was 

commanded to migrate to that town, and if it was said in Madinah, it means he was 


commanded to reside there. (Umdat al-Qari, Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari, Volume 10, Page 235, Al-Turath). 
Imam Ahmad Raza Khan 4! «il 44a) (D,1340 AH) states in Fatawa Ridawiyya: 


It is mentioned that calling Madinah Tayyibah by the name "Yathrib" is impermissible, 
prohibited, and sinful, and the person who does so is a sinner. The Messenger of Allah 
Se said, "Whoever calls Madinah 'Yathrib' must repent, for Madinah is Tayyibah, 


Madinah is Tayyibah." Allama Munawi, in "Taysir Sharh Jami' al-Saghir," explains that 
from this hadith, it is clear that it is haram (forbidden) to call Madinah Tayyibah by the 
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name "Yathrib" because the Prophet £% ordered repentance for saying "Yathrib," and 


repentance is only required for a sin. 
Hazrat Allama Shaykh Abdul Haq Muhaddith Dehlavi + le «i}4—s) mentions in 
"Ashiatul-Lam’at Sharh Mishkat" that the Prophet & named the city "Madinah" due to 


the people living there, gathering there, and their love for the city. He prohibited calling it 
"Yathrib" because this was a name from the time of ignorance, or because the word 
"Yathrib" is derived from "Tharib," which means destruction and corruption, and 
"Tathrib" means reproach and blame. Alternatively, it may be because "Yathrib" was the 
name of an idol or a tyrant. 


Imam Bukhari 4J¢ 4) 4.—s) in his "Tarikh" reports a hadith that whoever says "Yathrib" 
once should say "Madinah" ten times as a form of expiation. The mention of " aye Oa" 


(O people of Yathrib) in the Quran is actually a quote of the hypocrites, who used the 
term "Yathrib" to insult Madinah. Another narration states that anyone who says 
"Yathrib" should seek forgiveness from Allah and repent. Some scholars have even said 
that anyone who calls Madinah "Yathrib" should be punished. It's surprising that some 
well-known figures have used the word "Yathrib" in their poetry, but Allah knows best, 
and His knowledge is complete and perfect. ( Fatawa Ridawiyya, Volume 21, page 116,119) 


Note: The scholars of Madinah («= | 4s agile have listed approximately 100 names for 
Madinah, and no other city in the world has as many names. For blessings, here are 12 of 
the blessed names: (1) Madinah, (2) Madinat al-Rasul, (3) Tayyibah, (4) Dar al-Abrar, (5) 
Tabah, (6) Mubarakah, (7) Najiyah, (8) Asimah, (9) Shafiyah, (10) Hasanah, (11) Jazirat 


al-Ar. ab, (12) Sayyidat al-Buldan. (From the book "130 Stories of the Lovers of the Prophet," page 249, Maktaba al- 
Madinah) 


Mufti Sharif al-Hag Amjadi 4 4) 44s) (D.1421 AH), while explaining the part of the 
hadith "Madinah drives away people just as a furnace removes rust from iron," says: 


This means that Madinah expels disbelievers, hypocrites, and troublemakers. This 
characteristic was evident during the blessed time of the Prophet £, as seen when the 


tribes of 'Ukal and 'Uraynah were expelled, and the Jews were driven out. (Nuzhat al-Qari,” 
Volume 3, Page 265, published by Farid Book Stall, Lahore) 
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From this hadith and its explanation, we learn the following points: 


1. This hadith and its explanation teach us the greatness and respect due to Madinah. 
We should refer to Madinah by its noble and appropriate names and acknowledge its 
significance. 

It shows that any bad or inappropriate name should be changed, just as the Prophet 


#2 renamed Yathrib as Madinah. 


Madinah's characteristic of expelling troublemakers teaches us that truth always 
prevails over falsehood, and purity and faith should be protected from discord and 
hypocrisy. 

This hadith demonstrates that some places have been granted special virtues by 
Allah. We should show respect and reverence for these places. 

Understanding Madinah's Islamic history and learning from it is important for us to 
strengthen our faith and follow Islamic teachings. 

This hadith teaches us to be careful with our choice of words. Understanding and 
adopting the preferred and disliked words of the Prophet & in our lives is our 
responsibility. 

We should pray for the purity and protection of Madinah and ensure its reverence, as 
it is the spiritual center of Islam. 

Loving Madinah and maintaining its sanctity is part of our faith. We should cherish 
the love of Madinah in our hearts and always remember its greatness. 

Calling Madinah "Yathrib" is impermissible and sinful, and it was the way of the 
hypocrites because the meaning of "Yathrib" is not appropriate for the holy city of 
Madinah. 

. Madinah is not only a spiritual center but also geographically significant. Its central 
position made it a key base for Islamic conquests, from where other regions were 
conquered. 

. Throughout its history, Madinah has faced various trials where hypocrites and 
enemies of Islam were expelled. This is proof that the city has always been a 
protector of truth. 

. The influence and development of Madinah will surpass other cities. This teaches us 
that efforts to develop and strengthen the centers of Islam should continue. 
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13. Recognizing the greatness of Madinah, we should strive to preserve our Islamic 
culture and heritage. This requires educating our generations about the importance of 
Islamic history and Madinah. 

14. Just as Madinah was kept free from discord, we should also collectively strive to 
keep our societies pure and free from trouble. This is essential for attaining collective 
blessings. 

15. Some scholars argue from this hadith that Madinah is superior to Makkah. 
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